Potential eye irritation of some "biodegradable" liquid scintillation cocktails determined in vitro.
The potential eye irritation of a range of liquid scintillation cocktails has been evaluated by an in vitro method using the chorioallantoic membrane as an alternative to the Draize rabbit test. All the cocktails studied are potentially moderately to strongly irritant. The only slightly irritant product was Solventgreen, which is a solvent used in some of the cocktails. There is a correlation between the concentration of the cocktail and the potential eye irritation induced. Manufacturers of chemicals including liquid scintillation cocktails should accept responsibility for disclosing data about the composition and toxicity of their products with regard to waste disposal and safety of laboratory staff.